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On August 1, 2003 the Catalonian Government awarded a Terrestrial Digital Television (TDT) license. The 
project offers equipment and services opportunities to U.S. companies in the broadcast market. 

On August 1, 2003 the Catalonian Government announced the award of a 10-year Terrestrial 
Digital Television (TDT) license to Emissions Digitals de Catalunya with the aim of servicing the 
entire Autonomous Community of Catalonia within the coming years.  The project offers 
opportunities to US companies involved in equipment and services directed to the broadcast 
market. 
  
The pilot project will begin early 2005 with a projected coverage of 60% of Catalonia within the first 
two years.  By the third year, Emissions Digitals de Catalunya plans to offer service to 80% of the 
Autonomous Community including the cities of Barcelona, Tarragona, Lleida, and Girona.  The third 
phase of the project will extend service during the fourth and fifth years to reach a total of 95% of 
the population of Catalunya, including all towns with populations of 5,000 and more.  The 
anticipated completion date for this level of coverage is by 2012.  At least 50% of the programming 
will be in the Catalan language, with the rest in Spanish.  
  
The company has projected four channels for the pilot project - one offering general programming 
and the other three thematically centered on children's, music, and lifestyle programming, 
respectively.  The proposal also included a plan to offer interactive services including internet 
access.  
  
Spain has been a forerunner in the promotion of TDT technology, and has an implementation plan 
nationwide.  It is estimated that TDT implementation could generate investment in Spain of up to 
4.2 billion USD representing the purchase of de-codifiers, the production and consumption of 
programming, and the adaptation of antennas to digital technology. 
  
The main shareholders of Emissions Digitals de Catalunya are Grupo Godó (62.5%), Beat About 
S.L. (20%) and Tradia (10%).  
  
Along with the TDT license, the Catalonian Government also issued 12 digital radio licenses to 
various Spanish companies. Digital radio broadcasts are expected to begin by the end of the year.  
  
For more information related to the Terrestrial Digital TV market in Spain, please contact: 
  
Jesus Garcia Lozano  
International Trade Specialist  
U.S. Commercial Service 

Page 1 of 2U.S. Commercial Service : Your Global Business Partner

4/29/2004http://www.buyusainfo.net/info.cfm?id=120385&keyx=0B6BC5DC21FBFF1F2196A400...



 
 
 

American Embassy 
Tel: (34) 915.648.976, ext. 2619 
Fax: (34) 915.630.859  
Email: jesus.garcia@mail.doc.gov 
Website: www.export.gov  
  www.buyusa.gov/spain  

For additional information regarding market research specific to your products and services, ask about our 
Flexible Market Research and Customized Market Analysis programs by contacting us at 1-800-USA-
TRAD(E) or www.export.gov or www.buyusa.com. Both reports provide timely, customized, reliable answers 
to your inquiries about a market and its receptivity to your products and services.  
 
To the best of our knowledge, the information contained in this report is accurate as of the date published. 
However, The Department of Commerce does not take responsibility for actions readers may take based on 
the information contained herein. Readers should always conduct their own due diligence before entering into 
business ventures or other commercial arrangements. The Department of Commerce can assist companies 
in these endeavors. 
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